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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PLANDOME HEIGHTS VILLAGE HALL 

March 4, 2024; 7:00 PM 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Present: Mayor    Kenneth C. Riscica 
Trustee    Daniel Cataldo  
Trustee          Mary Hauck 
Trustee    Kristina Lobosco  

  Trustee    Norman Taylor  
  Clerk-Treasurer   Marie Brodsky 
  Deputy Clerk   Susan Martinez 
  Village Attorney  Christopher Prior, Esq. 
 
Also Present: Eric Carlson   Resident, BZA Board Member  
  Rosemary Mascali  Resident, Plandome Heights Civic Association 
  Marijo Lantier   Village Consultant 
  Ed Aydag   Resident, ARB Board Member 
  Jim Antonelli   Westside Engineering, Village Engineer Consultant 
  Michelle Antonelli         
  Hooman Moirzadeh   
 
Absent:           Trustee    Florence Musalo  
 
At 7:00 p.m. Mayor Riscica called the meeting to order and called for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Mayor began the meeting by introducing the widow and two children of the late Trustee Gus 
Panopoulos.  Each Trustee gave a brief memorialization of their late colleague. This was followed with 
presentation of a commemorative tribute folder (Exhibit 1), which includes a tribute and a Certified 
Resolution of the Board of Trustees, to Trustee Gus Panopoulos’ family. 
 
The Mayor then turned the discussion to the approval of the minutes of the Board of Trustees’ February 5, 
2024 Regular Meeting.  The Trustees confirmed that they read the draft minutes.  After discussion, upon 
motion by Trustee Hauck, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the February 5, 2024 Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
in the form presented by the Village Clerk-Treasurer are hereby accepted and approved, as 
amended, and the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby instructed to file the minutes in the minutes book of 
the Village. 
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The Mayor then introduced Jim Antonelli, principal of Village Engineer Westside Engineering, to present 
his proposal to the Board, summarized in Exhibit 2, for managing the new guidelines, applications, forms, 
reporting, and various deadlines for the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) stormwater 
management program, as set forth by The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC), on behalf of the Village.  Mr. Antonelli advised that he is doing this work for several villages, and 
as much of the work will be performed using templates, he is able to l apportion the effort among his 
village clients, and he estimates that the portion allocable to the Village would be approximately 
$5,400.00. The Mayor noted the Village Engineer’s long history with, and deep knowledge of, the Village 
as well as the scope and complexity of the work requiring professional input, supporting his sense that is a 
fair fee. 

After questions asked by the Board were answered, and by motion made by Trustee Daniel Cataldo and 
seconded by Trustee Mary Hauck, the following resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees 
present, 
 

RESOLVED, that the Village authorize Jim Antonelli, P.E, through Westside Engineering, to 
complete all necessary work as set forth in his proposal at the agreed upon fee, so that the Village 
will remain in compliance with DEC’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) 
stormwater management program. 

 

The Mayor then moved the discussion to reviewing the tentative budget and scheduling the public 
hearing.  The Mayor’s message to the residents regarding the 2024-2025 Tentative Budget may be found 
in Exhibit 3.  The 2024-2025 Tentative Budget may be found on the Village website. 

As Budget Officer, the Mayor presented the tentative budget to the Trustees in a summary form. 

- The proposed tax increase is 2.4%, $24.50/household. 
- The tax cap is 2.6% in 2024-2025, including carryover from 2023-2024.  our proposed tax 

increase is less than what is permitted under the cap. 
- NYS reports inflation for this reporting period as 4.4%. 
- With the Village’s “Planning Beyond One Year” discipline, cost increases are projected to be 

4% without special ARPA project costs. 
- Incorporating a small deficit into the budget serves as a strategic technique, it allows for 

cushions and a more durable budget.  The Mayor based his presentation upon 
o A "SWOT analysis."  a strategic planning tool to assess and evaluate the Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats associated with an organization. 
o Calculation of the tax cap as provided by the NYS Office of the State Comptroller. 
o A tax levy trend (calculated at 1.9% over 6 years). 
o A building fee revenue trend. 

The financial performance of the Village in 2023- 2024 will end in a significant surplus largely due to 
non-recurring items. (Non-recurring items have not been included in the 2024-2025 budget). 
 
 
As the Trustees proposed no changes to the Tentative Budget, the next step in the budget process is to 
make the Tentative Budget available to the public and to conduct a Public Hearing on the Tentative 
Budget.  After discussion and upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Norman  
Taylor, the following resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 
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RESOLVED, that the Clerk-Treasurer make the tentative budget available to the residents for 
review prior to the April 1, 2024 public hearing. 

 
RESOLVED, that on Monday April 1, 2024 at 7:00 PM at Village Hall, the Board of Trustees 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING to consider the adoption of the Village’s Tentative Budget for the 
fiscal year June 1, 2024 to May 31, 2025 and further, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is directed 
to: (a) make all required public notices of the Public Hearing and (b) make copies of the Tentative 
Budget available to residents as provided by law, including on the Village website.  

 
The Mayor further discussed the Village’s balance of funds received from the State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds Program which includes the American Rescue Plan (ARPA) Act.  As detailed in  
Exhibit 4: Proposed use of ARPA funds, the unspent ARPA funds are a non-recurring item in the 2023-
2024 village operations.  After consideration of items that qualify for use of the ARPA funds, as well as 
the approaching deadline later in 2024 to use such funds, the Mayor proposed a current expenditure of 
ARPA funds of $26,208, for the items outlined in Exhibit 4, as an expenditure of ARPA funds to 
reimburse the General Fund for those costs already expended.  

After discussion, upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Mary Hauck, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the Village appropriate the use of $26,308 of existing ARPA funds to 
reimburse the Village general fund for the ARPA appropriate expenditures as presented in 
Exhibit #4. 

 
The Mayor then moved the discussion to the topic of Occupancy. He reminded those present of the 
following: 

- Rent for the current Village Hall location is expected to rise significantly by the end of the 
current lease period in July 2025. 

- Interest rates are up but not at the level of mortgage rate increases. 
- Down payments are increasing as well. 

 
The financial feasibility from the July 2022 “Feasibility Analysis” is still valid as supported by current 
proposals received by the Mayor: three lease opportunities and three purchase opportunities with space 
equal to or exceeding the needs outlined in our Space Analysis. Our cost in the subsequent years will 
increase significantly when our lease expires in July 2025.   
 
The Mayor made a presentation to Eric Carlson of a Certified Resolution of the Board of Trustees 
together with a picture of the Village Flag at half-staff with an inscription in order to honor the passing of 
his mother, long-time resident Anne P. Carlson on February 4, 2024.   
 
The Mayor then presented to the Board of Trustees a Proclamation to honor the service of Trustee 
Florence Musalo as her term ends in March 2024.  Please see Exhibit 5.  Upon motion by Trustee Mary 
Hauck, seconded by Trustee Norman Taylor, the following resolution was unanimously adopted by all 
Trustees present: 
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RESOLVED, that a Proclamation expressing the gratitude of the Village be presented to 
Florence Musalo in appreciation for her service and significant contributions as a Village 
of Plandome Heights Board of Trustees member from 2022-2024. 

The Mayor then moved the meeting to discuss Village Operations beginning with the ongoing discussion 
of establishing a consistent criterion for the Architectural Review Board (ARB) with respect to residents’ 
installations of Solar Panels.  Village attorney Christopher Prior presented an updated draft of proposed 
changes to Village Code regarding the installation of Solar Panels.  (Exhibit 6) 
 
After discussion, upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Norman Taylor, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that on Monday April 1, 2024 at 7:00 PM at Village Hall, the Board of Trustees 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING to consider the establishment of a consistent criterion for the 
Architectural Review Board (ARB) with respect to residents’ installations of Solar Panels, and 
further, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is directed to make all required public notices of the 
Public Hearing.  

 
 
The Mayor then brought the meeting to the matter of Governance over Capital Fund Projects as outlined 
in Exhibit 7.  Capital reserve fund expenditures authorized in 2021-2022 (for the Bourndales roads and 
National Grid projects) have remaining balances and a project in 2022-2024 (Digital projects) requires 
updating.  It is proposed that the Village take the following actions (as subject to Permissive 
Referendums): 

1. Expand the purpose for the capital reserve fund expenditure for roadwork as to the unspent 
balance of the amount previously authorized. 

2. Increase by $30,000 the previously authorized amount of the capital reserve fund expenditure 
for digital records. 

After discussion, upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Norman Taylor, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby amends a previously approved appropriation not to 
exceed $600,000 from the Village’s Capital Reserve Fund for capital projects relating to existing 
Village roadways, street signs, street lights, parklands and leasehold interests; such that the 
unused balance, of approximately $151,000, of the previously authorized appropriation may 
now be applied to fees and expenses for professional services, including without limitation 
engineering, surveying, design, appraisal, financing, and legal services, and other ‘soft costs’ 
relating to the possible acquisition of a leasehold or fee ownership interest in real property and 
improvements for Village governmental purposes; said resolution is subject to permissive 
referendum pursuant to the General Municipal Law, and it is further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board hereby amends a previously approved appropriation from 
the Village’s Capital Reserve Fund, to be applied to certain capital improvement projects 
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relating to the digitization of Village records, which resolution supersedes and replaces a 
prior resolution appropriating the sum not to exceed $60,000 for such capital projects, in 
order to increase the authorized expenditure by $30,000, for an aggregate authorized 
amount of $90,000, which resolution is subject to permissive referendum pursuant to the 
provisions of the General Municipal Law. 
 

 

Mayor Riscica then moved the discussion to unpaid taxes.  The Clerk updated the Trustees on the matter 
of the Unpaid Tax Statement she initially brought forth at the January 8, 2024 BOT meeting.  The Village 
continues to have one parcel with unpaid taxes for the tax year 2023-2024.  After conferring with the 
Village Attorney, Christopher Prior, the Clerk requested that every board member present sign and certify 
the Statement of Account of Unpaid Villages Taxes as required by law. 

The Mayor then brought the discussion to the recent visit of Legislator Mazi Pilip, who met with the 
Mayor, Trustee Mary Hauck, and resident and ARP member Jerry Love.  It was primarily a visit to make 
introductions and share useful information between the Village and the Nassau County Legislator. 

The Mayor then presented the Board with a Plandome Heights Women’s Club (“PHWC”) Spring Flyer.  
They requested that the village assist them in arranging for a children’s event in Plandome Pond Park 
because the Town of North Hempstead requires an insurance that PHWC cannot provide.  The Village 
has agreed to assist PHWC with this event.  

 
Trustee Mary Hauck and Trustee Daniel Cataldo invited Hooman Moirzadeh, a Village property owner 
who requested permission to change his residential street number, to address the Board.  Upon discussion 
with the property owner, the Board advised that the matter required further review.  They asked Mr. 
Moirzadeh to gather and submit to the Village additional information for the Board to consider at a 
subsequent Board meeting.  Mr. Moirzadeh indicated that he may no longer pursue this matter. 
 
The Mayor moved the meeting to discuss the Village financial audit as presented on November 20, 2023 
by Skinnon and Faber, Certified Public Accountants. 

The Mayor then summarized for the Trustees each of the related reports and recommendations prepared 
by our auditors, including the assessments and recommendations contained therein.  The Mayor voiced 
concerns over what he believes to be a miscommunication with the auditors, which he intends to address 
with the auditors.  The Mayor will update the Board accordingly.  After discussion, upon motion by 
Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the following resolutions were adopted by all Trustees 
present: 

RESOLVED, that the financial statements of the Village as of and for the fiscal year ended May 
31, 2023 as prepared by the Village and audited by Skinnon & Faber are hereby ratified and 
approved in the form presented to the Trustees with such further non-material changes as are 
agreed by the Mayor and the Village Auditor; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the filing of reports containing such financial statements and financial 
information by the duly appointed officers of the Village with the State of New York and 
others as required by law is hereby ratified and affirmed; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the further reports of Skinnon and Faber resulting from the audit, including SAS 114 
letter, SAS 115 letter and the management report, are hereby acknowledged and accepted.  
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The Mayor stated that the next order of business was the approval of the Abstract of Claims.  After 
review, upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Mary Hauck, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the February Abstract of Claims Number 10 of the Budget Year 2023 - 2024 
for claim numbers 301 - 339 in the amount of $37,727.43 has been reviewed and approved by the 
Trustees, and is hereby accepted, as amended.  

At 9:50 p.m. Trustee Daniel Cataldo moved to enter into Executive Session to discuss real estate and 
personnel. This was seconded by Trustee Norman Taylor.  All Trustees present were in favor.   

At 10:14 p.m. the Mayor announced that the executive session was ended with no action taken. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

____________________________________ 
Marie Brodsky 
Clerk-Treasurer 
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Exhibit 3. The Mayor’s Message regarding the 2024-2025 Tentative Budget 
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