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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PLANDOME HEIGHTS VILLAGE HALL 

MARCH 3, 2025; 7:00 PM 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Present: Mayor    Kenneth C. Riscica 
Trustee    Daniel Cataldo 
Trustee          Mary Hauck 
Trustee    Norman Taylor 
Trustee    Kristina Lobosco 
Trustee    Eric Carlson 

  Clerk                                           Marie Brodsky 
  Deputy Clerk                    Susan Martinez   

Village Attorney  Christopher Prior, Esq. 
 
Attended 
(via Telephone)Trustee  Jerry Love (non-voting) 
 
Also Present: Rosemary Mascali  Resident, President Plandome Heights Civic Association  

Paul Mascali   Resident 
  Donald O’Brien   Local community resident 
   
 
At 7:02 p.m. Mayor Riscica called the meeting to order and called for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Mayor stated that the first order of business was approval of the minutes of the Board of Trustees’ 
February 3, 2025 Regular Meeting.  The Trustees confirmed that they read the draft minutes.  After 
discussion, upon motion by Trustee Hauck, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted by all Trustees present:  

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the February 3, 2025 Regular Meeting in the form presented by 
the Village Clerk-Treasurer are hereby accepted and approved, as amended, and the Clerk-Treasurer is 
hereby instructed to file the minutes in the minutes book of the Village. 
 
The Mayor then moved the discussion to reviewing the tentative budget and scheduling the public 
hearing.  The Mayor’s message to the residents regarding the 2025-2026 Tentative Budget may be found 
in Exhibit 1.  The 2025-2026 Tentative Budget may be found on the Village website. 

The Mayor, as the Budget Officer, began with an overview of the Village’s financial challenges. 

• Municipal costs have risen nearly 20% from 2022-2025, counting the 2026 budget year (5 years) 
local costs increased by 18.5% 

• Village property taxes have only risen 7% in the past four years, with projections for 2026 
bringing that to 9.5% (if the Village does not pierce the village property tax levy cap). 

• New York State Comptroller DiNapoli acknowledges inflation’s impact and suggests 
municipalities consider exceeding the property tax levy tax levy cap, among other considerations. 
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• Through the current fiscal year, shortfalls have been covered by non-recurring revenue sources, 
including interest income, unusually high building fees, and federal COVID-19 funds (no longer 
available as of 12/31/2024), which had generated surpluses in previous years. 

•  The Board must now decide how to address the financial shortfalls created by cost increases not 
met by tax increases, in light of the loss or reduction of those non-tax revenue sources. 

• The Village has a strong financial position and so can handle the situation thoughtfully. 

The Mayor’s proposed tentative budget for June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026 adheres to the tax cap applicable 
to the Village (which includes carry-forwards). 

• It includes a property tax increase of approximately $29 per average home (2.5%). 
• Village property taxes remain the lowest in Nassau County and 33% lower than equivalent town 

services. 
• The average tax increase has been 1.75% per year over 14 years. 

There is no disputing that inflation has had a significant effect on our costs over the last four 
years.  However, in light of our strong balance sheet and the Village’s “Planning Beyond One 
Year” discipline, we do not need to absorb the additional costs all at once. 

As the Trustees proposed no changes to the Tentative Budget, the next step in the budget process is to 
make the Tentative Budget available to the public and to conduct a Public Hearing on the Tentative 
Budget.  After discussion and upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Norman  
Taylor, the following resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 
 

RESOLVED, that on Monday April 7, 2025 at 7:00 PM at Village Hall, the Board of Trustees 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING to consider the adoption of the Village’s Tentative Budget for the 
fiscal year June 1, 2025 to May 31, 2026 and further, that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is directed 
to: (a) make all required public notices of the Public Hearing and (b) make copies of the Tentative 
Budget available to residents as provided by law, including on the Village website.  

 
The Mayor then presented a brief summary and account balance of the State and Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds (SLFRF) program authorized by the American Rescue Plan Act. There is approximately a $2,000 
balance.  No additional discussions or actions took place. 
 
The Mayor then moved the meeting to discuss Village Operations.  
 
The Mayor asked Trustee Jerry Love for an update on Verizon Franchise Renewal Agreement and Public 
Hearing.  Trustee Love reported that the attorneys representing the consortium of villages jointly 
contracting with Verizon have advised that the Board resolution adopted at the Board’s January 6, 2025 
BOT meeting authorizing notice of the public hearing for the Verizon contract is deemed sufficient notice 
on the part of the Village for that public hearing.  No additional discussions or actions took place. 
 
 
The Mayor then addressed the Bidding for Village Snow Plow contract for years .2026 through 2036, 
contemplated for a bid date of March 25, 2025.  The Board discussed  the need to secure a qualified 
contractor for snow removal services to ensure safety and accessibility throughout the Village during 
winter months.   
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After discussion, upon motion by Trustee Lobosco, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby authorizes the Village to undertake a competitive bidding 
process for the snow removal contract in accordance with applicable law; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board directs the Clerk-Treasurer to prepare and 
publish the Notice to Bidders.  
 
 

Mayor Riscica and the Board agreed to table consideration of the U. Arias contract proposal for 2025-
2026 to the April 7, 2025 meeting.   

The Mayor stated that the next order of business was the approval of the Abstract of Claims.  After 
review, upon motion by Trustee Daniel Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Mary Hauck, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the February Abstract of Claims Number 10 of the Budget Year 2024 - 2025 
for claim numbers 268-293 in the amount of $28,281.75 has been reviewed and approved by the 
Trustees, and is hereby accepted. 

At 8:00 p.m. upon motion by Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Carlson, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that the Board enter into Executive Session to discuss budget and  real estate, and to 
obtain advice of counsel.  

At 9:15 p.m. the Mayor announced that the executive session ended with no action taken. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

____________________________________ 
Marie Brodsky 
Clerk-Treasurer 
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Exhibit 1. The Mayor’s Message regarding the 2025-2025 Tentative Budget Pg. 1 
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Exhibit 1. The Mayor’s Message regarding the 2025-2025 Tentative Budget Pg. 2 
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