
Pg. 1 of 27 
 

INC. VILLAGE OF PLANDOME HEIGHTS 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PLANDOME HEIGHTS VILLAGE HALL 
APRIL 21, 2025; 7:00 PM 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 

Present: Mayor   Kenneth C. Riscica 
  Trustee   Daniel Cataldo 

Trustee         Mary Hauck 
Trustee   Norman Taylor 
Trustee   Kristina Lobosco 
Trustee   Eric Carlson 

  Clerk-Treasurer  Marie Brodsky 
  Deputy Clerk  Susan Martinez 
  Village Attorney Christopher Prior, Esq. 
 
Absent:  Trustee   Jerry Love 
   
 
Also Present: Rosemary Mascali Resident, Plandome Heights Civic Association 
  Paul Mascali  Resident 
  Elaine Canton Pacent  Resident 
  Bobby Anastasia            Resident  
  Joanne Stigna   Resident 
  Donald Grieco   Resident 
  Jing Du   Resident 
  Mary Oleske   Resident 
  Michael Oleske  Resident 
  Lawrence Haber  Resident 
  Hilary Haber   Resident 
  Haobin Yu   Resident 
  Matt Sherwood   Resident 
   

At 7:00 p.m. Mayor Riscica called the meeting to order and called for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Mayor first noted that the review and approval of the April 7, 2025 Annual Public Board of Trustees 
Meeting would be tabled until the May 5, 2025 Regular Board of Trustees meeting.   

At 7:03 p.m., Mayor Riscica requested that the Trustees discuss and approve as a group, the proposals and 
appointment of the following professional and Village service proposals as presented. 
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1. Professional Appointments 
a. Skinnon and Faber  

i. for Justice Court Audit 
ii. for Village Audit 

b. McLaughlin and Stern, LLP for Legal Services 
2. Village Operations 

a. Proposals 
i. U. Arias Landscaping  

ii. Meadow Carting Catch Basin Cleaning 
iii. Meadow Carting Street Sweeping 

 

After careful review and discussion and upon motion by Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted. 

RESOLVED, that Skinnon and Faber are hereby retained as Village Court Auditor, in 
accordance with its written proposal submitted to the Board.  

RESOLVED, that Skinnon and Faber are hereby retained as Village Auditor, in 
accordance with its written proposal submitted to the Board. 

RESOLVED, that McLaughlin and Stern, LLP are hereby retained for Legal Services, in 
accordance with its written proposal submitted to the Board.  

RESOLVED, that the Village is hereby authorized to enter into the landscaping contract with U. 
 Arias Corp. subject to elimination of the task and associated cost for April Maintenance.   

RESOLVED, to authorize Meadow Carting Corporation be retained to provide Catch Basin 
Cleaning and Street Sweeping for the Village, subject to the review of possible error in pricing 
and that the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer Brodsky will discuss this matter with the proper 
authorized persons at Meadow Carting Corporation.  

Next, the Mayor brought for the matter of his appointment of Charles Albanese as an alternate member 
for the Architectural Review Board, which appointment is subject to approval by the Board of Trustees.  
The Mayor presented the candidate’s background.  After some discussion, and upon motion by Trustee 
Carlson, seconded by Trustee Lobosco, the following resolution was unanimously adopted. 

RESOLVED that the appointment of Charles Albanese as an alternate member for the 
Architectural Review Board listed above is hereby accepted and approved. 

At 7:10 The Board opens public meeting for the purpose to pass Local Law #1 of 2025.   Bill I of 
2025, a proposed local law authorizing the Village of Plandome Heights to authorize a property 
tax levy in excess of the limit established in New York State General Municipal Law§ 3-c, for its 
fiscal year commencing June l, 2025. 

The Mayor askes the Clerk to report on the Public Notice Compliance regarding Local Law #1 of 
2025.  A copy of the Clerk’s report was read aloud and can be found as Exhibit 1. 
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The Mayor then askes the Village Attorney, Christopher Prior, Esq., to read aloud Local Law #1 
of 2025.  A copy of the Village Attorney’s Legal Notice of Public Hearing was read aloud and 
can be found as Exhibit 2. 

The Mayor then entered into the record the following items: 

- April 7, 2025 letter to all residents addressing the reasons for the resolution and holding 
of a Public Hearing on the matter (refer to Exhibit 3)  

- Email received from the President of the Civic Association, Rosemary Mascali 
(“PHCA”) in opposition to the proposed Local Law #1 (refer to Exhibit 4) 

- A study of our “Near Peers” with respect to their (a) reserve levels and (b) property tax 
levy showing the Village with hundreds of thousands of dollars less of (a) reserve funds 
and (b) tax levy that our “near peers.” (see Exhibit 5) 

In addition, the Mayor incorporated by reference into the record of the hearing the following 
items: 

- March 6, 2025 letter to all residents discussing the economic factors affecting the Village 
and initial thoughts on addressing them which is on the homepage of the Village website 
(see Exhibit 6) 

- Fund Balance Policy and Analysis as of May 31, 2024 which is contained on the finance 
page of the website. (see Exhibit 7) 

The Mayor also noted that subsequent to the Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget, he had met 
with the landlord and learned that the proposed increase was very significantly higher than 
previously indicated, further exacerbating the tax levy challenge.  Taken together, these items 
entered into the record address the factors leading to, and the purpose of Local Law #1.  In 
additions, these items, particularly the Fund Balance Policy and Analysis, fully address the 
objections expressed by the President of the PHCA about reserves, tax levies etc. Further, the 
Mayor noted that the matters raised by the President of the PHCA were discussed extensively at 
the 2024 Annual Meeting of the Village on April 1, 2024 and a meeting of residents hosted by the 
PHCA on May 9, 2024 and that those matters are largely “settled business” as indicated in the 
Mayors letter to residents of May 6, 2024 and May 20, 2024 as well as the related EXHIBITS that 
contain the opinion of our professional space consultant on our occupancy needs and by Village 
Counsel on the legal process of dealing with occupancy scenarios.  Finally, the Mayor made 
various other introductory remarks and noted that (a) each of the professional retentions noted 
above and (b) the compensation adjustments to be discussed in executive session that exceed the 
tax cap, further indicating that piercing the tax cap is a necessity. The Mayor then added that the 
data supports a Village phase in of the 10 percent shortfall over a period of time. 

Following the Mayor’s introduction, each of the Trustees expressed their view and support for 
Local Law #1.   

The Mayor then opened the discussion to the Residents.  A verbatim transcript of the Public 
Hearing was made by a stenographer; a copy of said transcript is deemed incorporated into these 
minutes at this point. 
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There being no other questions regarding the Local Law #1 of 2025, upon motion made by 
Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Hauck, and approved unanimously by the 6 Trustees 
present, the Board:  

RESOLVED, that the Public Hearing for Bill 1 of 2025 Local Law re Override 2% 
Property Tax Levy Limit is hereby closed. 

The Mayor then called for an additional executive session to address personnel and seek the 
advice of counsel. Upon motion by Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Hauck, the Board, by 
resolution unanimously adopted by all Trustees present, entered executive session to address 
personnel issues at 8:38p.m. 

At 8:45 p.m., the Mayor stated that executive session had concluded, with no action taken. 

The Mayor then moved the discussion to his recommendations as to the compensation of the staff for the 
2025/26 Village year. After discussion, upon motion by Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted by all Trustees present: 

RESOLVED, that effective June 1, 2025 the compensation the Mayor presented in Exhibit 8 for 
the Employees and Consultants of the Village is hereby approved and adopted. 

Then, following a brief discussion, upon motion made by Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Hauck, 
and approved unanimously by the 6 Trustees present, the Board: 

RESOLVED, that the Bill 1 of 2025, a proposed Local Law to Override the 2% Property Tax 
Levy Limit is hereby accepted and approved, and enacted as Local Law # 1 of 2025. 

The Mayor then stated that the Tentative Budget for the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 had already been the 
subject of a Public Hearing on April 7, 2025 which resulted in the Board’s determination to consider 
piercing the tax levy cap.  The Mayor as the Budget Officer then presented “Suggested Changes to 
Tentative Budget” (Attached as Exhibit 9).  The Trustees proposed no changes to the Tentative Budget.  

There being no other questions regarding the Budget Officer’s changes to the Tentative Budget for the 
Fiscal Year 2025-2026, upon motion made by Trustee Cataldo, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted by all present: 

RESOLVED, that the Tentative Budget, amended to incorporate the line-item changes as 
presented in the Budget Officer’s “Suggested Changes to Tentative Budget” is hereby adopted as 
the Village Budget for the fiscal year June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

____________________________________ 
Marie Brodsky 
Clerk-Treasurer 
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INDEX OF EXHIBITS  

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PLANDOME HEIGHTS VILLAGE HALL 

April 21, 2025 
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 

 

 

Exhibit 1. The Clerk’s report on the Public Notice Compliance regarding Local Law #1 of 2025. 

Exhibit 2. The Village Attorney’s Legal Notice of Public Hearing regarding Local Law #1 of 2025. 

Exhibit 3.  April 7, 2025 Mayor’s Letter, Resident Memo of explanation 

Exhibit 4. Email received from the President of the Civic Association, Rosemary Mascali. 

Exhibit 5. Mayor’s Study of ‘Near Peer Villages’ reserve funds and tax levy 

Exhibit 6. March 6, 2025 Mayor’s letter and Mayor’s Tentative Budget Package. 

Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 

Exhibit 8. Compensation adjustments 

Exhibit 9. Suggested Changes to Tentative Budget  
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Exhibit 1. The Clerk’s report on the Public Notice Compliance regarding Local Law #1 of 2025. 
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Exhibit 2. The Village Attorney’s Legal Notice of Public Hearing regarding Local Law #1 of 2025. 
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Exhibit 3.  April 7, 2025 Mayor’s Letter, Resident Memo of explanation 
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Exhibit 3.  April 7, 2025 Mayor’s Letter, Resident Memo of explanation 
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Exhibit 4. Email received from the President of the Civic Association, Rosemary Mascali. 
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Exhibit 5. Mayor’s Study of ‘Near Peer Villages’ reserve funds and tax levy 
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Exhibit 6. March 6, 2025 Mayor’s letter 
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Exhibit 6. March 6, 2025 Mayor’s letter 
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Exhibit 6. Mayor’s Tentative Budget Package. 
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Exhibit 6. Mayor’s Tentative Budget Package. 
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Exhibit 6. Mayor’s Tentative Budget Package. 
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Exhibit 6. Mayor’s Tentative Budget Package. 
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Exhibit 6. Mayor’s Tentative Budget Package. 

Pg. 5 of 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Pg. 19 of 27 
 

Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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Exhibit 7. May 31, 2024 Fund Balance Policy and Analysis 
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